
1     Guard your privacy. Don’t share personal information 
(e.g., your address, phone numbers, Social Security  
number, date of birth or birth place) on social networks. 
And, don’t fall prey to scams that ask for personal  
information through email.

2    Install security features. If you keep personal or  
!nancial documents on your computer, install a  
!rewall, use anti-virus and anti-spyware software,  
use a secure wireless network and make sure your  
browser is always up-to-date.

3    Keep your personal and !nancial information  
secure. Whether you keep it in a !ling cabinet or  
online in the cloud, make sure you secure your  
information.

4     Always use strong passwords online, and change  
them periodically.

5     Shred what you don’t need. Destroy documents,  
bills, receipts, insurance cards and junk mail that you  
don’t need, especially if it contains your personal  
information.

6     Check your mail. Never leave mail in your mailbox for a 
long period of time. If you’re going on vacation, request a 
hold from the U.S. Postal Service to stop mail delivery until 
you return.

7    Keep an eye out for unauthorized  
activity in your bank and credit  
card accounts. Online banking  
makes it easy to check your  
activity as often as you wish.  
Also, be sure to check the  
information on your credit  
report to make sure it  
is correct. 
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ways to keep your  
information secure

13.1 million Americans were 
victims of identity theft in 2013.
Source: CNN Money, February 6, 2014

Did you know that every two seconds, an American’s identity is stolen?* 
It can take months to undo damage done to your identity and credit if your 
information is stolen. Don’t become a victim—follow these tips to protect  
your identity.

*Source: CNN Money, February 6, 2014

Your homeowner’s insurance policy 
may have coverage for identity theft. 
Call your agent to !nd out.
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from Identity Theft
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